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Philip of France, then under interdict, or at least
threatened with interdict, was of itself fatal to his pre-
tensions at Borne, But neither towards King John,
in whom he hoped to find a faithful ally and a steady
partisan of his Emperor Otho, does Innocent arm him-
self with that moral dignity which will not brook the
violation of the holy Sacrament of Marriage: the dis-
solution of an inconvenient tie, which is denied to Philip
Augustus, is easily accorded, or at least not imperiously,
or inexorably denied, to John. There was a singular
resemblance in the treatment of their wives by these
sovereigns; except that in one respect, the moral delin-
joim's at- quency of John was far more flagrant; on the
manrLS- other hand, his wife acquiesced in the loss of
her royal husband with much greater facility than the
Danish princess repudiated by Philip of Prance. John
had been married for twelve years to the daughter of
the Earl of Gloucester; an advantageous match for a
younger prince of England. On the throne, John
aspired to a higher, a royal connexion. He sought a
dissolution of his marriage on the plea of almost as
remote affinity. The Archbishop of Bordeaux was as
obsequious to John as the Archbishop of Eheims had
been to Philip Augustus. Negotiations had been con-
cluded for an alliance with a daughter of the King of
Portugal, when John suddenly became enamoured of
Isabella, the betrothed wife of the Count de la Marche.
Isabella was dazzled by the throne; fled with John, and
was married to him. Such an outrage on a great vassal
was a violation of the first principle of feudalism; from
that day the Barons of Touraine, Maine, and Anjou held
themselves absolved from their fealty to John. But
although this flagrant wrong, and even the sin of adul-
tery, is added to the repudiation of his lawful wife*